
 

 
 

Bloom Bash 2020 FAQ’s 
 
What is BLOOM? 
Bloom is St. Odilia School’s annual Gala.  The main event is our live and silent auction night in April, but 
it kicks off in February with our Week of Wishes campaign and our Great Gathering events last through 
the summer and into the fall.  However, in 2020 it will be moved to an outdoor event at school due to 
health regulations.  Bloom was started in 2013 by then-kindergartner moms Amy Twombly and Angela 
Drange as a great way to build our community while also raising funds for projects that the school’s 
annual budget can’t cover.  It has been a huge success every year, and we are so thankful for our past and 
present chairs Amy Twombly, Angela Drange, Joelle Cognetta, Catherine Steffen, Abby Donohoo, Jaclyn 
Davern, Erin Maki and Kristin Dacey.  
 
Where does the money raised from Bloom go? 
It is the mission of St. Odilia School to educate the whole child: spiritually, academically, emotionally, 
socially and physically.  Through BLOOM, we have worked hard and accomplished a lot to help our 
students academically through new curriculums and technology, and physically with our rock climbing 
wall, playground, and security of the building.  We’ve done this through our live auction sales, our silent 
auction, Great Gatherings, and also our direct appeal known as our “Fund-A-Need”.  Now is the time to 
help our students emotionally, spiritually, and socially.  Our plan for BLOOM 2020 proceeds is to 
enhance our mental health and counseling programs, as well as our enrichment and reading support 
programs.  BLOOM’s fundraising will help empower kids to be proactive in meeting the challenges life 
brings them, whether in the classroom, the playground, or even away from school.  We will do this by 
providing additional mental health specialists, curriculum for all students, and additional resources such 
as speakers for both parents and students.  Please help us meet our children’s needs and prepare them for 
success no matter what life throws at them. 
 
How is Bloom Bash different from our traditional Gala? 
Our Bash will be a much more casual event, and allow for social distancing and gathering outdoors.  We 
will have a large tent set up outside of the gym for mingling, and we will also hold our speeches, live 
auction and Fund-A-Need outside.  We will have a pizza truck set up next to the tent, and a full service 



 

bar under the tent.  All silent auction items will be displayed in the gym, and we will have access to the 
restrooms in the building.  In order to socially distance, we will not have seating available (only high top 
tables).  However, feel free to bring camping chairs if you would like to relax! 
 
How do I get tickets? 
Tickets are on sale now!  Please visit the Bloom website for all the information 
(https://www.bloom-gala.com).  Ticket sales will close July 24 or when we reach capacity for the event. 
Due to health regulations we will be limiting ticket sales to 215 guests. If health guidelines should change, 
we will update you via our facebook page (St. Odilia Bloom) and website (https://www.bloom-gala.com). 
 
What is the timeline for the evening? 

5:30 - Check in. Spend time mingling with other attendees and checking out all the silent auction items. 
Bar will be open, and pizza will be available 

6:45 - Auction paddle pickup 
7:00 - Live auction and Fund-A-Need 
8:30 - Silent auction check out 
9:00 - Event closes - feel free to organize an after party with friends! 

 
Do I have to be a parent of a St. O’s student to attend? 
No!  In the past we’ve had alumni, church parishioners, grandparents, and friends from other schools 
attend (just to name a few).  Everyone is welcome to attend and support our great school. 
 
How will I get my winnings? 
If you are the lucky winner of a live auction event, you will get all of your information/winnings the night 
of Bloom.  For the silent auction, you may pick your winnings up after 8:30 the night of the event if you 
are attending.  If you can’t be there, all auction items will be in the school office after the event, and you 
can pick them up there! 
 
Do I need cash at the event? 
Yes!  While the live and silent auction is done via credit card, games and raffles held at the event will be 
cash only due to gambling laws.  The bar at the event will take credit.  
 
How do I bid? 

Live Auction - If you would like to bid on live auction items, you will need to be at the event.  Check 
the Bloom website (https://www.bloom-gala.com) for sneak-peaks at our live auction events.  

Silent Auction - Anyone can bid on items at the silent auction using the website https://bloom.cbo.io  If 
you purchase tickets to the event, you will get a bidder number via email from Click Bid the week 
before the event.  Please don’t register for a bidder number - you will get one automatically.  If 
you won’t be able to make the event, you can register for a bidder number at bloom.cbo.io.  You 
will be asked to input your info, and then a bidder number will be emailed to you.  Silent auction 
bidding opens a few days before the event and closes at 8:00 PM on the night of the event.  
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What should I wear? 
Bloom Bash 2020 will be a casual event.   Please remember comfortable shoes, as there will be a lot of 
standing! 
 
 
What about bad weather?  
Bloom Bash 2020 will be held rain or shine!  In the case of light rain our tent will work just fine, and we 
will also have access to the gym.  If the weather is really bad, we will move to the courtyard. 
 
What about COVID -19?  
In order to comply with health regulations, we have to make a few modifications to a normal event.  Most 
importantly, our event will be held outside.  We will have a 4,000 sf tent as well, but all events/speeches 
will be outdoors.  In addition, we cannot have more than 250 people at the event, so ticket sales will be 
limited to allow for guests, staff, volunteers and vendors.  Also, mask wearing will be required when 
not eating or drinking in order to comply with Archdiocese and insurance requirements.    But bring your 
most creative mask - we will have a contest with a great prize for best mask at the event!  In addition, we 
will not provide seating, which allows people to distance at their comfort level.  If you think you will like 
a chair we will have some in the gym, or feel free to bring a camping chair.  All food and beverages will 
be professionally provided, and there will be no shared food/buffet style items.  We will have some hand 
sanitizer on hand, but please bring yours along as well!  Our COVID-19 Preparedness Plan will be 
available on our website no later than July 15, and our food and beverage provider, Green Mill, will be 
available as well. 
 
What are Great Gatherings? 
Short answer - they are great parties!  Long answer - two or three couples join forces and pay for a party 
as a donation to the school, then Bloom sells tickets (usually 10 - 20) for people to attend.  The ticket 
money goes to the school, and the hosts get a receipt for their donation to the school for their tax records. 
The tickets usually sell for $25-$100, depending on several factors.  Each party has a theme - we’ve had 
curling lessons, bowling, 80’s parties, Octoberfest, bunco, pie making classes, etc. You can purchase 
tickets to these events on the Bloom website, starting the week before Bloom.  Check your email and 
Facebook for final sale dates! 
  
What can I do to help? 
Starting in the winter, start looking for donations for our live or silent auctions!  Talk to places you 
normally go, or people you normally use for services.  We are always looking for donations and 
sponsorships.  Forms with the donation and sponsorship information are on the Bloom website.  Please 
remember to check with your employer for sponsorships!  
 
You can also talk with friends and get a group together to host a Great Gathering.  If you’d like to host 
one but are having a hard time coming up with a theme, talk to a chair - we have lots of ideas! 
 



 

Also, look for the SignUp Genius with more volunteer opportunities.  We need folks to help with bringing 
donations to and from the site, set up, clean up, as well as various tasks that can be done both before and 
after the weekend of the event.  
 
I can’t go, but I’d like to participate.  What can I do? 
We’d love to have you, but realize not everyone can make it.  You can still buy tickets to Great 
Gatherings, ticketed events for kids (lock-ins, non-uniform days, etc.), and also participate in the silent 
auction!  And if possible, we will be streaming our event on Facebook Live! 
 
Where can I go to buy tickets, check out live and silent auction items, and get lots more info? 
You can check out the Bloom website at https://www.bloom-gala.com.  Also, follow the event on 
Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/St.OdiliaBloom/.  You can also contact us for more info - 
bloom@stodilia.org 

https://www.bloom-gala.com/
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